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what was plainly the intention of the Act of 1902, caused consternation
to Churchmen and presented the Government with a delicate problem.
Eager partisans were for accepting the judgment and using it as a
lever to bring the Opposition and the House of Lords to terms. If
the courts had pronounced that the law was what the Government
said it ought to be, why should they go out of their way to disturb
this judgment ? The Cabinet, however, were unanimously of opinion
that to use the administrative confusion which now threatened for
their political aims was contrary to public policy, and instantly gave
notice of appeal. Four months later the House of Lords, by a unani-
mous decision, upset the judgment of the Court of Appeal and declared
the payments for religious instruction to be obligatory on local authori-
ties. It was thus established that if the proposed changes were to
be made, it could only be, as all parties had assumed, by legislation.
The Government had expected rough handling for their Bill in
the House of Lords, but they were not at all prepared for what was to
follow when the Lords took it up in Committee on their reassembling
in November. They literally turned the Bill inside out. It was,
said Asquith, as if they had taken the Ten Commandments and written
the word " not" into each of them. They reinstated for all teachers,
head or assistant, the option to give denominational teaching, carried
the war into-the enemy's camp by empowering the local authorities
to supply this teaching in Council (" provided ") as well as Voluntary
(" non-provided ") schools, and permitting the teachers in these also
to give it. They disallowed the option which had been given to
local authorities in regard to religious teaching, and decreed that no
school should get public money unless some portion of the school
hours were set aside for that purpose. Taking Clause IV they cut
out its limiting conditions and placed local authorities under a com-
pulsion to provide them in rural as well as urban areas, where two-
thirds of the parents demanded them. They also abolished the
Education Council for Wales which the Government had proposed
to establish. Having thus transformed it, they gave the Bill a third
reading on December 6.
The Bill, as it was returned to the Commons, was in substance an
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